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From: Commanding O f f i c e r  , F l e e t  C o m p o s i t e  S q u a d r o n  THIRTEEN, 
Naval A i r 1  S t a t i o n  Miramar, S a n  Diego, C a l i f o r n i a  92145 

To: C h i e f  of Naval O p e r a t i o n s  (OP-O5D2) 

S u b j :  Command History (OPNAV R e p o r t  5740-1)  

R e f :  ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12B 

E n c l :  ( 1 )  A i r c r a f t  S e r v i c e s  a n d  P e r s o n n e l  A u g m e n t a t i o n  
Q u a r  ter l y  R e p o r t s  

( 2 )  S q u a d r o n  History 

1. Command O r q a n i z a t i o n .  D u r i n g  the period 1 J a n  1 9 7 7  t o  
10 Dec 1 9 7 7 ,  F l e e t  C o m p o s i t e  S q u a d r o n  THIRTEEN was commanded 
by commander p a t r i c k  J: BURKE,-USNR-R. On 10 Dec 1 9 7 7 ,  L i e u -  
t e n a n t  Commander W i l l i a m  "G" GOFF, J r . ,  USNR-R assumed  command. 
The TAR O f f i c e r - i n - C h a r g e  was L i e u t e n a n t  James P. GREEN, USNR. 

2 .  Summary of 0 r a t i o n s .  A complete summary of services 
-7r p e r f o r m e d  is d o c u m e n t e  i n  e n c l o s u r e  A ( 1 ) .  

D.  E.  BURTON 
By d i r e c t i o n  
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SQUADRON HISTORY 

F l e e t  Composite Squadron THIRTEEN (VC-13) was commissioned 
a t  New Or leans  on 1September 1973. commander P. J. BURKE was 
the  f i r s t  Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e r .  LCDR B i l l  GOFF was t h e  f i r s t  
Maintenance O f f i c e r .  

I n i t i a l l y  VC-13 opera ted  t h e  F-8H Crusader wi th  a complement 
of 17 o f f i c e r s  and 127 e n l i s t e d  men, former members of t h e  two 
decommissioned N e w  Or leans  Anti-Submarine F i g h t e r  Squadrons, 
VSF-76 and VSF-86. I n  A p r i l  1974, t he  squadron t r a n s i t i o n e d  
t o  t h e  s i n g l e - s e a t  A-4L Skyhawk. A s  t he  demand f o r  the  s e r v i c e s  
of VC-13 inc reased ,  t h e  squadron began ope ra t ing  more de tach-  
ments on t h e  West Coas t .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  February 1976, the in-  
e v i t a b l e  occurred - VC-13 was permanently ass igned  t o  NAS Mira- 
mar. During t h e  Summer and F a l l  of 1976, the squadron t r a n s i -  
t i oned  t o  t h e  TA-4J Skyhawk, s i g n i f i c a n t L y  inc reas ing  i ts sup- 
p o r t  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

VC-13, i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  most Reserve squadrons,  ha s  a primary 
miss ion of suppor t ing  &he f l e e t  on a d a i l y  b a s i s  w i t h  a wide 
v a r i e t y  of miss ions ,  inc lud ing  : 

Providing adversary  a i r c r  af t f o r  d i s s i m i l a r  a i r  combat 
maneuvering t r a i n i n g .  

Providing s i n g l e  and m u l t i p l e  a i r c r a f t  f o r  r ada r  t r a c k i n g  
e x e r c i s e s  f o r  s h i p s ,  e a r l y  warning a i r c r a f t ,  or land-based 
ground c o n t r o l  i n t e r c e p t  sites. 

Air r e f u e l i n g  s e r v i c e s .  

Towing a v a r i e t y  of a e r i a l  t a r g e t s  f o r  t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e  f o r  
s h i p s  and a i r c r a f t .  

Providing " r a i d t t  a i r c r a f t  f o r  f l e e t  e x e r c i s e s .  

Launching AQM t a r g e t  v e h i c l e s .  

Despi te  t h e  many hazards  involved i n  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  t o  t w o  d i f  - 
f e r e n t  a i r c r a f t  t ypes  and t r a i n i n g  many new personnel  due t o  t h e  
move from N e w  Orleans ,  VC-13 completed t h r e e  y e a r s  of acc iden t -  
f r e e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  1976 and w a s  awarded t h e  Avia t ion  S a f e t y  Award 
by t h e  Chief of Naval Operat ions .  


